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Welcome to Zagreb

In Zagreb you can feel the atmosphere of the metropolis,
but to the luck of its residents and visitors, you will also enjoy
personal encounters. From the hotel to the theatre, around
the Upper Town or along the narrow Lower Town streets, not-
hing has been lost in time... And you can visit it all on foot — it
surely brings particular emotions.

There is something particular in the way the leaves rustle
in autumn while you walk around Zrinjevac, in the light of gas
lamps of the Upper Town and in the songs of street artists.
There is something yours only in the atmosphere of Zagreb’s
cafes in the evening, while the sunset washes the last traces
of daylight. There is something in the lights of candles of the
Cathedral or the Stone Gates...

And while the fast and busy business rhythm disappears
quietly in the game of light and shadow, another one arises
inviting you to timeless or modern theatrical performances,
concerts, restaurants or nightclubs. Zagreb is a special city, a
story that is never finished, a story to which you too add some
magic. Zagreb has its soul. And you, you have Zagreb...
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Gradec (Zagreb)

Gradec or Gri¢ is the name for the old part of the city of Zagreb on the
hills of Medvednica from which was developed, together with Kaptol, the
modern city of Zagreb.

In 1242 king Bela IV gave the Golden Bull and declared the city “a free
royalcity on Gradec, thehillof Zagreb”. Between 1242 and 1266 the city
was fortified with walls and towers and its shape has not changed a lot
until the present days. In the Middle Ages, only a small part of streets had
names: Srednja (eng. Middle, today Cirilometodska street), Blatna (eng.
Muddy, today Demetrova), Mesarska (eng. Butcher's, today Matoseva
street), Duga (eng. Long, today Radic¢eva street), Popovska (eng. Priest’s,
today part of the Opaticka street). Gradec (Gric) is today a part of the city
neighbourhood Upper Town — Medvescak.

City Gates

The city had five, or rather six gates. Three bigger and two (three)
smaller gates:

Bigger gates - Mesnicka Gate (west), New Gate (later Opaticka, north) and Sto-
ne Gate (east). Smaller gates - Poljska (next to Lotrscak Tower, south),
Surovedverce (east) and small Mesnicka Gate (west).

Bigger Gates (Stone, New and Mesnicka) were big, foursquare towers
through which you could enter the city. Smaller gates were much simpler
and only the pedestrians could pass through them. The keys to the gates
were held by the citizens who lived nearby. Before closing, the bell Lotrs-
cak in the Tower in the City Hall would ring for quarter of an hour to remind
people who were outside of the city buildings to come home immediately.
Only the Stone Gates have survived until today.
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Cultural and
historical buildings

The centre of Gradec is St
Marko’s Square with St Marko's
Church (built in the 13th century
in Romanesque style, restructured
in the second half of the 14th cen-
tury and then renovated between
1876 and 1882 after the earthqua-
ke in the Gothic Revival style, and
Ban's Palace (Banski dvori) which
is the headquarters of the Croatian
Government, whereas the headqu-
arters of the Croatian Parliament
is on the other side of the Square.
Cirilometodska Street leads from
St Marko’'s Square on the south,
towards Lotrscak Tower, and in this
street there are the Old City Hall,
Greek Catholic Co-cathedral of Sa-
ints Cyril and Methodius, Museum
of the Naive Art and the Museum of
Broken Relationships.

Nearby there are St Catherine’s
Church (1620-31), Jesuit mona-
stery (1641-45; today Klovic¢evi dvo-
ri Gallery), Jesuit academy (1607
gymnasium, 1662 academy), Zrin-
ski Palace (17th century), convent

of the Poor Clares (1647-50; today
Museum of the City of Zagreb), Ba-
roque Palace Pejacevi¢ (1797; be-
fore a theatre, today Croatian Sci-
ence Museum), Old City Hall that is
the headquarters of the Assembly
of the City of Zagreb, Palaces Dver-
ce, Paravi¢, Magdalenié-Draskovié,
Walter, Amadé, Ratkaj, etc. Adja-

cent, but outside of the city walls,
Kaptol's canons built a big, fortified
Tower Popov in 1247. This was the
place where they hid themselves
and their treasure in case of the
enemy attack.

Since 1903, Tower Popov is
home to the Zagreb Observatory.

During WWII, tunnel Gri¢ was bu-
ilt under Gradec. Gradec and Kap-
tol were united on 7th September
1850, which marks the beginning
of the contemporary Zagreb. After
organizing the city's administrati-
on in 1999, Gradec becomes a part
of the city neighbourhood Upper
Town — Medvescak.
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Nature Park Medvednica

Nature Park Medvednica is situatedon the north of Zagreb. The highest
peak is Sljeme (1033 m), a well-known skiing resort with well-equipped
touristic facilities and the home of FIS race Snow Queen Trophy. Thanks
to its extraordinary natural beauties and the proximity of the capital, it has
become the favourite promenade of the citizens of Zagreb. Inside the park,
there are eight forest reserves, whilethree trees are protected by the law as
natural monuments — Gupceva lipa (linden tree) in Donja Stubica, old yew
tree on Supljak and old yew tree next to Horvat's steps.

Medieval towns of Medvedgrad and Susedgrad, the mine Zrinski from
the 16th and 17th century, and the castles Gornja Bistra and Golubovec
represent some of the heritages of this nature park. There are also nume-
rous mountain lodges, chapels and the cave Veternica — natural habitat of
several types of bats. The visitors can adopt a bat for 150kn.
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Besides numerous hiking, walking and cycling paths, in the Nature Park
Medvednica there are also several educational paths, such as Miroslavec,
Bliznec, Horvat’s 500 steps and Bistra.

Fortresses and castles of Medvednica

The most preserved fortress of Medvednica is Medvedgrad, built in the
13th century. It served for the defence of Kaptol and bishops’ land.

The second fortress is Susedgrad, also built in the 13th century. It is fa-
mous for a battle that occurred at the foot of its walls during the Peasants’
Revolt. Also, next to Gornja Stubica there is the Castle Orsi¢ built in 1756
on the remnants of a 13th century fortress. In 1973 the castle was turned
into the Peasants’ Revolt Museum.



http://www.pp-medvednica.hr

Nature Park Lonsko Polje is the largest protected swamp area, not only
in Croatia, but also in the whole Danube area, with the total surface of 50
650 ha. It is located in the alluvial plain of the River Sava in the central
basin of the River Sava, between Sisak and Stara Gradiska. It consists of
three fields: Lonjsko polje, Mokro polje and Poganovo polje. Although it is
protected by the Ramsar Convention of February 3rd, 1993, Lonjsko polje
is one of the most endangered swamp areas in the world.

The most significant environmental element in the Nature Park Lonjsko
polje are floods that can happen at any time of the year, due to extraordi-
nary constellation of the river Sava and its tributaries. Water waves are
often very large and the park has a very important role as a system of flood
protection for the local population. This micro-relief creates a mosaic of
different habitats typical for the flooded areas, which results in a rich vari-
ety of different features, such as different kinds of wet forests, grasslands,
meadows, various types of swamp areas and wetlands, as well as ditches
and canals that are the result of years of human influence. The park area
of about 12,000 ha of pastures is used by the cattle of the villagers. This is
the last examples of the cultural landscape that stretched across central
Europeuntil the late 19th century. With the highest concentration of indi-
genous breeds (Croatian Posavac, Turopolje pig, the Slavonian-Srijemgray
cattle) in Croatia, they represent a unique way ofmanaging the pastures.

At the same time, it is one of the most important habitats for many rare
and endangered plants and animals.

According to the criteria of the guidelines for the birds of the European
Union, the park belongs to the category of important habitats for birds
(Important Birds Area - IBA). Among other species, there are white storks,
spoonbills, white-tailed eagles (Haliaeetusalbicilla), wild ducks, buzzar-
ds, corn crakes (crex) and small cormorants (Phalacrocoraxpygmaeus).
There are also some endangered species, such as prairie falcons (Falco
cherrug), ferruginous ducks (Aythyanyroca), and others. In the park, there
is the village Cigog, where almost every house has ,its own" nest of storks,
which is why the village was declaredthe ,European Stork Village® in 1994.

Lonjskopolje is the home of many other animals such as otters,
Bechstein's bats (myotisbechsteinii), the European pond turtles (Emys
orbicularis), the European tree frogs (Hylaarborea) and Danube newts (Tri-
turusdobrogicus). There are also several types of fish: the European mu-
dminnow (Umbra krameri), sterlet (Acipenserruthenus), Danube salmon
(Huchohucho), Balkan Loach (Cobitiselongata), Danube gudgeon (Roma-
nogobiouranoscopus), pigo (Rutiluspigus), schraetzer (Gymnocephalu-
sschraetser), streber (Zingelstreber); and insects such as Large copper-
butterfly, the Blue ground beetle and endangered Rosalia longicorn.


http://www.pp-lonjsko-polje.hr
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Rastoke

Rastoke is a spectacular play of nature in the place where the river
Slunjéica flows into the river Korana. The nature played with blue-green
waters of the river Slunjcica and divided them into a number of small la-
kes, streams and waterfalls, the most beautiful of which are Buk, Hrvoje
and Vilinakosa. In the holes of Rastoke limestones, there are now otters
who came back after a long period of being absent.

Rastokeis in fact an introduction to Plitvice Lakes so it is often called
“small Plitvice”. Unlike Plitvice, Rastoke is special because a human vi-
llage was built there 300 years ago, and now there are mills intertwined
with beautiful green islets and rocks. The first mill dates back to the 17th
century, although it is assumed that it is even older. The highest number
of houses was constructed at the end of the 19th century and in the be-
ginning of the 20th century, mostly out of wood and tufa.

Tufa is a hollow-ish type of limestone that is created in the foot of ri-
vers and serves as a great construction material.

What nature had been creating for thousands of years and what the
man then added respecting the nature fit together perfectly — limestone
rocks, old mills and the city of Slunj are an incredible and unique com-
plex. Thanks to this historical, ethnographical and constructional cultural
heritage, in 1969 Rastokewas included into a Registry of immovable cul-
tural monuments of the Regional Institute for Protection of Cultural Monu-
ments of the City of Zagreb.




The Plitvice Lakes National Park is a special geological and
hydrogeological karst phenomenon. It was declared a national
park on April 8th, 1949. It is the biggest, the oldest and the most
visited national park in Croatia. It includes an afforested moun-
tain area with 16 lakes of different sizes, filled with crystal blue-
green water. The lakes recieve water from the nearby streams
and creeks and are connected one to another with cascades and
waterfalls. Travertine barriers that had developed over tens of
thousands of years are one of the basic characteristics of this
Park. The special geographical position and specific climate
characteristics have amounted to the creation of numerous na-
tural phenomena and rich flora and fauna. Limestone rocks have
been forming sinkholes and sloughs in karst between the nearby
mountainsever since the Pleistocene. Upper Lakes on the south
consist mostly of dolomites, whereas the Lower Lakes on the
north consist of limestone rocks.

Ample forests, outstanding natural beauties of lakes and
waterfalls, lush flora and fauna, autumn colour contrasts, paths
through woods, wooden bridges, etc. together make an incredi-
ble unity that was proclaimed UNESCO World Heritage in 1979,
which makes it one of the first ever in the world to get this status.

The national park consists of 16 lakes that overflow and pour
one into another in an airline of 5460 m. The lakes are divided
into Upper Lakes and Lower Lakes. Upper lakes are: ProS¢ansko
jezero, Ciginovac, Okrugljak, Batinovac, Veliko jezero, Malo jeze-
ro, Vir, Galovac, Milino jezero, Gradinsko jezero, Veliki Burget and
Kozjak. Lower Lakes are: Milanovac, Gavanovac, Kaluderovac
and Novakovi¢a Brod.




Plitvicka jezera

The lakes are filled with water from the rivers Crna (= black) and Bijela
(= white) and their tributaries, and the river Rjecica with its tributaries.
There are many sources and all are very rich with water. These are typical
karst springs that developed at faults of various geological forms. The
biggest lake is Kozjak with the surface of 81.5ha, while its depth of 47 m
makes it also the deepest lake. Lake Pros¢ansko is the second largest lake
that extends from the south to north in the length of 2,5 km.

Upper Lakes are mostly made of dolomites, while the Lower Lakes are
made of limestone. There are around 30 caves. Tufa barriers that divide
one lake from another developed from the precipitated limestone. Tufa
barriers are very sensitive and easily breakable so it needs to be rigorously
protected. The three main elements are: high amount of water, tufa gene-
rators and tufa. Without water there would be no lakes, no waterfalls and
no lush vegetation. Tufa generators are plants that create tufa rocks and
change the shape of the lakes and riverbeds.

The phenomena of the Plitvice Lakes are a result of hundred-years-long
processes and limestone precipitation that is highly present in the waters
of this karst area. Tufa rocks are created by sedimentation of limestone.

Another particularity of the Plitvice Lakes is the fact that the lakes are
connected. It is not possible to analyse every lake itself due to constant
changes. Water power of the Upper and Lower Lake complexes continuo-
usly change the lakes and the surrounding landscape. As a whole, this
complex represents a very sensitive and instable system.



http://www.np-plitvicka-jezera.hr
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estrellata, Primula kitaibelianaor Dmthusvelebltlcus dont Velebit Nature Park has its own separate, underground story. It is exci-

. _ ting to replace the daylight with caves, overhead landscapes with under-

o R LA P ground ones. Cerovac caves are the largest in Croatia. The complex consi-
The prevailing habitats are forests. Meadows and pastures are especi-  sts of three caves, Lower, Middle and Upper, 5,5 kilometres of which h e

ally important because they guard the biodiversity. The most common are  been examlned

beech forests with large dead nettles, in the areas below 900 m.

1650 m of altrtuted theﬁe are beech-an - ore (Polystycholonchltls-
: . Fagetum) forests. This-area is covered with snow, with a wind so strong The marme pearl of fhe Park is Ihe Bay Zavratnica, always at the IOpi)f
wﬁ . that the trees bend. Velebit is the home of many beasts: brown bears (Ur- the list of Adriatic’s most beautiful bays. The Nature Park Velebit is a place
susarctos), wolves (Canis lupus) and Eurasian lynxes (Lynx lynx), as well ~ where you can go high in the sky and deep in the underground.
as the habitat of otters (Lutralutra).

Link @



http://pp-velebit.hr/hr
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National Park
Paklenica

Thanks to its unique natural base, exceptional geomorphological forms
and outstanding forests, the area of Velika and Mala Paklenica was dec-
lared a national park already in 1949. The main reason was to protect the
most preserved and the biggest forest system in Dalmatia. It needs to be
mentioned that Paklenica was first declared a national park in 1929, but
this law had to be revised every year, which of course wasn’t done.

The National park Paklenica covers the area of 95 km?, on the southern
hills of Velebit Mountain, below the highest peaks of Vaganski vrh (1757
m) and Sveto brdo (1753 m). It includes the area of rich flows of Velika
and Mala Paklenica, or rather their well-known canyons carved into the
southern slopes of Velebit, and a large surrounding area. In this national
park, there are several caves and pits, the most famous and the biggest
being the Cave Manita, a cave above the canyon of Velika Paklenica and
the pit Vodarica between the canyons of Velika and Mala Paklenica.

On a relatively small area there are numerous, different geomorpholo-
gical forms, lush flora and fauna, attractive landscapes and untouched
nature. The diversity of the wildlife is conditioned by the climate and arich
and diverse geological history.

Famous landmarks of the National park Paklenica are indigenous
black pine forests, several types of beech forests and deep canyons with
streams — flows of Velika and Mala Paklenica. A larger space of NP Pakle-
nica is characterized by a rich and diverse cultural heritage.



http://www.np-paklenica.hr




Zadar

The City of Zadar is the city with a 3000 year old history and outstan-
ding cultural heritage, It is the city that will always offer something new
and completely unique. Located in the heart of the Adriatic, Zadar is the
urban centre of Northern Dalmatia, as well as administrative, economic,
cultural and politic centre of the region in which there are 75000 people.
The City of Zadar combines the beauties of its past and all the benefits a
modern traveller could need into a number of touristic attractions.

Zadar is one of the most popular touristic destinations in Croatia that
was declared “the centre of the party on the Adriatic” by the London Times,
while the Guardian describes it as “the new Croatian capital of cool”. Day
or night, Zadar will amaze you with its special atmosphere and rich life. In
summer, Zadar hosts Musical Evening in St Donat, Zadar Summer Theatre
Festival, Festival of Contemporary Music, Kalelarg Art — Street art festival,
and an urban festival Zadar of your dreams. Surely you can enjoy the Night
of full moon, Millennium Jump or some of the concerts of world famous
stars.
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re Park Tela

The Bay of Telas¢ica is situated
in the central part of the eastern
coast on the Adriatic Sea, on the
south-eastern part of the Island of
Dugi Otok. Thanks to its extraordi-
nary beauty, richness and impor-
tance, this bay, surrounded with 13
island and islets and with 6 islets in
the bay itself, was declared a natu-
re park in 1988. It got the status of
the protected area already in 1980
due to its incredibly valuable wild-
life and vegetation, geological and
geomorphological phenomena, va-
luable symbioses in the sea and in-
teresting archaeological heritage.

The area of the Nature Park Te-
laséica is an area full of opposites
and quiet and peaceful beaches.
On one side there is a flat coast line
and on the other side the coast is
wild and steep. There are pine and
oak woods on the one side and bare
rocky ground on the other side, vi-
neyards and olive groves and de-
graded vegetation that covers dry
habitats.
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Three basic phenomena repre-
sent the basic characteristics of
this area: the unique Bay of Telas¢i-
ca — the safest, most beautiful and
largest natural bay on the Adriatic
Sea in which there are 25 small be-
aches - steeps of the Island of Dugi
Island or “stene”, which rise 161 m
above the sea and descend 90 m
in depth, and last but least, the salt
lake Mir with its healing properti-
es. The most picturesque island is
the Island of Karina and the most
unusual one is for sure the Island
of Taljurié. The total surface of this
nature park is 70.50 km? - 25.92
km on the Island of Dugi Otok and
the nearby islets, and 44.55 km? on
the sea. Nearby there are beautiful
meadows and on the slopes there
is Mediterranean vegetation with
around 500 plants and an equally
rich fauna. Marine world has over
300 plants and 300 animal species.

More than 2500 sunny hours a
year, average temperature of more
than 7°C in January and average ye-
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arly temperature of 16°C, these are
the characteristics of this clima-
te. In winter, the sea is on average
13°C and in summer 23°C. Telaséi-
cahas been inhabited since ancient
times and the proof of this are the
remains of Roman constructions
in Mala Proversa, as well as nume-
rous pre-Romanesque churches,
the most beautiful of which is St
John’s Church in Stivanje polje.
There is also a record about fishing
from the end of the 10th century,
which proves that fishing in Croatia
originates exactly here.

In this nature park it is possible
to scuba dive in several, attractive
locations near the cliffs and walk
around some interesting places,
while the beautiful view from the
Grpascak cannot be missed. This
and many more has been attracting
and continues to attract visitors to
the Bay of Telascica, Nature Park of
the Republic of Croatia which falls
into the category of highly protec-
ted parts of nature. Surely, it deser-
ves it.



http://pp-telascica.hr
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National Park Kornati is the
biggest part of the Kornati aqua-
torium that was proclaimed a na-
tional park in 1980 due to its out-
standing landscape, interesting
geomorphology, rugged coastline
and exceptional biodiversity of the
marine system.

The Kornati archipelago is a se-
parate and a unique group of islan-
ds located between Sibenik and
Zadar. It covers the area of about
320 km? and includes 150 units
of land, regularly or occasionally
above-sea level. This most rugged
island ecosystem in the Adriatic
Sea, which includes as much as
12% of all Croatian islands (1264
islands, of which 67 are populated),
and only 1% of the Croatian sea
surface, has been drawing attenti-
on of many boaters, divers, hikers
and other lovers of nature and what
nature has to offer.

From Balabra to Samograd on
a total length of 35 km or 19 NM
(between the Island of Dugi Otok
and the Islands of Ziraj) and from
Mana to Gangarol in the width of
13 km or 7 NM (between the open
Adriatic Sea and the Islands of
Pasman, Vrgada and Murter) the-
re are 4 series of islands divided
into two groups: Upper Kornati
— Sitski and Zutski series with to-
tal of 51 units of land, and Lower
Kornati — Kornatski and Pucinski,
or Piskersi, series with the total of
98 units of land. The northernmost
islet of the Kornati archipelago is
Mala Balabra ( 43° 56’ 50" N, 15°
17' 00" E), the southernmost Juznji
Opuh (43° 40’ 29" N, 15° 30’ 08"
E), the westernmost Vela Aba (43°
52" 14" N, 15° 12’ 42" E) and the
southernmost Samograd (43° 41’
15" N, 15° 33' 42" E).

117 National park Kornati

The average area of a Kornati
island is only 0,47 km?, but it sho-
uld be noted that the Island of Kor-
nat (32,5 km? and the Island of Zut
(14,8 km?) account for 70% of the
total land area. If we add Islands of
Piskera, Levrnaka, Lavsa and Sita,
this is 88% of the total land area of
the Kornati archipelago (total area
of 69 452 963 m?). Only 9 islands
are larger than 1 km?, while there
are 76 smaller than 1 ha. Accor-
ding to some data, the length of the
coastline of the Island of Kornat is
about 66 km, while the Lower Kor-
nati (ie the NP ,Kornati“), has the
coastline of about 238 km. Given
the aforementioned characteri-
stics, we can surely name “rugged”
as the most valuable asset of this
labyrinth of land in the sea and sea
in the land.



http://www.np-kornati.hr
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National park Krka

Krka National Park became a national park on January 24th, 1985 and
it is the seventh national park in Croatia famous for a great number of
lakes and cascades. It got its name from the river Krka that flows through
the park. This national park is located in central Dalmatia, downstream of
Miljevac and only a few kilometres on the northeast of Sibenik. It covers
the area along the river Krka which rises in the foot of the Dinara Mountain,
flows through a 75 km long canyon and finishes in the Bay of Sibenik. The
total area of the river is 142 km?, of which 25,6 km? are covered with water.
Today the river Krka has seven tufa waterfalls and a total of 224 m long
waterfalls. Its beauty represents a natural karst landscape that is best to
visit in spring and summer when the nature is in full blossom and when
you can take a bath in the crystal-clear water.

Skradinski buk, the longest waterfall on the river Krka, is one of the
most famous natural beauties in Croatia. It is formed by tufa barriers, islan-
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ds and lakes. It can be visited during the whole year thanks to a network
of paths and bridges which enable a comfy and safe walk. On Skradinski
buk there are renovated mills, rolling mills and water looms that have been
using the power of waterfor centuries.

The hydropower plant Jaruga under the waterfall Skradinski buk is the
second oldest hydropower plant in the world and the first one in Europe.
It was built on August 28th, 1895, only three days after world's first hydro-
power plant on Niagara Falls.

The island of Visovac is considered one of the most important natural
and cultural heritages in the Republic of Croatia. Since 1445 there is a
Franciscan Monastery of the Mother of Mercy and church of Our Lady of
Visovac that, together with the beautiful landscape, creates a unique view
and experience.



http://www.npkrka.hr

Neretva Delta

Delta of the river Neretva is a valley on the south of the Croatian coast
on the Adriatic Sea which river Neretva forms at its mouth. An initiative
to protect the whole valley as a Neretva Delta Nature Park is in progress.

This delta covers the space of 12 000 hectares. From the city of Met-
kovi¢ to the north and northeast part of its mouth, delta is surrounded by
the hills of the mountain range Dinara, whereas in the south part there are
Podgradinsko-Slivanjska hills. The most important cities are Ploce, Opu-
zen and Metkovi¢. Originally this delta comprised 12 tributaries, but after
numerous and extensive land reclamation and cultivation of this agricultu-
rally rich area, the number of tributaries has been reduced to just four, and

the previously swampy delta has largely been turned into a rich agricul-
tural area, colloquially called Croatian California.

There are five localities in the area of the Neretva Delta that cover the
surface of 1620 ha and are protected under categories of ornithologi-
cal reserve (Pod Gredom, Prud and Orepak), ornithological-ichthyologic
reserve (Neretva Delta) and protected landscape (Lake Desne, Modro
oko). There have been noted 310 types of birds in the area of the Neretva
Delta, 115 of which are nesting birds, whereas the city of Metkovi¢ has
the second largest ornithological collection in Europe.
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Its former value as a cit'y"'of-_"”
salt is confirmed even today in the:
world's oldest active saltworks, the
one that stays true to its t_rad_itic')"n .

and natural production of salt that
remains the same as in the ancient
times. Here we have the Bay Malo-

~pratno with its. centurles old olive
groves, Mediterranean maqms and-=

a clean sandy beach. The Wall of -

Stone, a defence wall and one of -
the biggest mediéval urbanistic-for-

tifications has a total length of 5.5

'Stonthere isa beautlfm Bay of Pra_ - ,Bfihg—wa]ls of Ston and Mali- Ston

-and a Great-Wall with three fortre-
sse,s The waIIs -arefortified with 10
round “and 31 foursquare towers,
and. - 6--semi-circular  bastions.
This complex defence system of
Stonwas built through almost four

centuries due to the adjustments
to-the terrain-and development of

~_arming. The walls had a major im- -~
~portance because they defended

 the saltworks — which brought 15
: -'900 ducats to the Republic of Ra-

gusa — shellfish farming and the
city itself. In 1667, about 0.5 km of
the walls was demolished ina terri-
ble earthquake, and the walls were
further demolished in the earthqua-

kes of 1979 and 1996.




Korcula

The City of Korcula developed on a small peninsula on the northeast
part of the Island of Korcula, opposite the peninsula of Peljesac. Korcula is
thought to be the most beautiful planned medieval city in Croatia.

The old part of the city is surrounded by medieval walls, while the
streets are made in the form of fish bone. The urban design has been ma-
intained until today, which is another special characteristic of the City of
Korcula. Old Town used to be completely surrounded by high fortification
walls with towers, and for a long period in history, it was connected to the
mainland with a movable bridge. There are two entrances to the Old Town
— Mainland Gates on the south and Maritime Gates on the west. Inside the
Town there are 9 churches. The most beautiful examples of palaces and
churches were made in the 15th and 16th century in the Gothic-Renais-
sance style. St Marko's Cathedral is in the most prominent part of the city,
on top of a small peninsula, and it was constructed between the beginning
of the 15th century and the middle of the 16th century. It was built by
native masters, while the portal was made by master Bonine from Milan.

You can learn more about the history of Korcula in the Korcula City
Museum situated opposite the Cathedral and in the Bishop's Treasury of f4f
Koruéula adjacent to the Cathedral. Next to the Church of All Saints there T8
is a museum of icons made between the 13th and 19th century.

In the Old Town you can visit the house of Marko Polo who is believed
to have been born in 1254 in Korcula. He is also confirmed to had parti-
cipated as a ship captain in a naval battle between Korcula and Venice
(which at the time ruled over Korcula). He was captured by the Venetians
and he spent the time in prison writing about his journeys to China. To
honour that event, every year in the beginning of September there is a re-
construction of the battle called The Battle of Marko Polo.

One of the characteristics of Korcula, one that makes it recognizable
in the whole world, is a knight-game Moresa in which a white and a black
king, Osman and Moro, fight for the love of a girl — bula. This military dan-
ce has been present in Korcula for centuries. Moreska used to be present
in many Mediterranean cities, whereas today it exists only in Korcula, and
even though it is not an autochthone tradition, it has become the symbol
of Korcula, together with antique shipbuilding, stonemasonry and brother-
hood. iy
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National park Mljet is the oldest marine park in the Mediterranean. It
covers the northwest third of the island which is a total of 5375 hectares
of protected land and the surrounding sea. This area was declared a na-
tional park in November 1960, while the marine part was included only in
1997. The status of the national park was awarded due to area'’s incredi-
ble cultural and historical heritage that includes the period of the Illyrian
tribes, the Roman Empire and the Republic of Ragusa. However, the most
important characteristic in achieving the status of the national park were
the “salt” lakes, lush flora and fauna, a unique panoramic view of the “ru-
gged” coast and its cliffs, rocks and island, and rich and always green

vegetation of the nearby hills which rise over the sea, hiding at the same
time numerous karst valleys and ancient stone villages.

The salt lakes are a fascinating, unique, geological and oceanographic
phenomenon in karst landscape, significant not only for Croatia, but for
the world. The Large Lake that is 145 ha big and 46 m deep and the Small
Lake that is 24 ha big and 29 m deep have been attracting scientist, nature
lovers and tourist fascinated by the untouched nature for decades, not
only because of its natural beauty, but also because of its yet-to-be-disco-
vered secrets.
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National
park Mljet

From the open sea, through a barely visible strait (Soline channel), the
sea enters in the land of the island and creates first the Large, and then
the Small Lake through an even smaller strait. Although they are created
by the sea water, they look like lakes so the residents gave them these
names.

In the middle of the Large Lake there is yet another natural, cultural,
historical and touristic treat — a picturesque Islet of St Mary with a church
and a Benedictine monastery that date back to the 12th century. Due to
its outstanding aesthetics and atmosphere, as well as a strong spiritual
and cultural dimension, this islet became a symbol of the island and Mijet
National Park.

Further more, the Island of Mljet is characterized by beautiful, rich,
autochthone forest vegetation which could have been found all over the
Mediterranean, whereas today it can rarely be found in its original state.
This rich vegetation, especially in the third that is protected as the national
park, is the reason why the island is called “the green island” ever since the
antique times. The credits for the fact that today there are still five diffe-
rent types of woods go to the Benedictines who took excellent care of the
island as they were for centuries its feudal lords. In fact, up until the late
18th centuries, they even forbid any inhabiting of the western part of the
island, i.e. the one that today constitutes the biggest part of the national
park.



http://np-mljet.hr

Dubrovnik

Dubrovnik's thousand-year-old history is visible in every part of the city
that is both a museum and a live stage at the same time — an ideal mix of
history and modernity. Since 1979 Dubrovnik has been under the protecti-
on of UNESCO as a consistent, high-quality entirity of the city
walls, historical buildings, streets, squares and numerous
monuments of religious and popular architecture.

Stradu ,_BecIe:Fs P_ajaf;e_z_ St Blalses Church, Sponza Palace, Orlando’s
3 -and other interesting hlstorlcal cht}rcﬁe&:eathedrals and C|ty
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Dubrovnik

Dubrovnik is a treasury and a museum that has managed to uphold un-
til the present day all its historical buildings and their beauty — a number
of Baroque, Renaissance and Romanesque churches and palaces.

The city walls are one of the largest fortification monuments in Euro-
pe and an example of the development of fortification architecture. The
construction of the first fortifications began as early as in the 8th century,
but itwas most intensive from the mid-15th to the late 16 th century. The
great earthquake of 1667 did not cause major damage. The walls girdle
the city in the form of an irregular polygon, with the Minéeta tower on the
highest, northwest corner of the city and the St. John’s Fortresson the
marine, south-east side. Strong fortress like Lawrence Fortressat Pile and
Revelin Fortress at Ploce, although separated from the walls, belong to the
defence system. The wall is 22 m highin some places. The thickness of
the wall on the mainland side is 4-6 m, and on the sea 1,5-3 m. On the land
side, in front of the wall, there is a rampart with 10 semi-circular bastions,
and in front of them,in the past,there was a ditch. The main wall has 14
foursquare towers, two round towers, two angular fortifications and 4 ba-
stions. There are three entrances to the city walls: on Stradun by the Pile
Gate, at the St. John's Fortressand at the St. Luka's Fortress.

The prosperity of the City of Dubrovnik had always been based on ma-
ritime trade. In the Middle Ages, under the name of Republic of Ragusa,
it became the only city-state on the east coast of the Adriatic Sea that
could compete with the Republic of Venice. Thanks to each richness and
diplomacy, the city reached an incredible degree of development, especi-
ally during the 15th and 16th century. Dubrovnik was one of the centres of
the development of the Croatian language and literature and many signi-
ficant Croatian poets, playwrights, painters, mathematicians, physicists
and other scholars lived and worked here.
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